
You are invited
to an exciting year of Orchestral Music at 

Grand Center Arts Academy!
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2014-2015
Orchestra Handbook

Please keep me!

August, 2014
Dear Students:
            
            Welcome to the orchestral program at Grand Center Arts Academy!  I am honored to be your teacher.  I look forward to knowing each of you and helping you to realize your full musical and personal potential.

            Just as you have expectations of me as your orchestra teacher, I have expectations of you.  No, I promise I will not expect you to be perfect.  My expectations will only guide you so that we can make the most of our time together!  Please read them with your parent(s) or guardian(s) and sign the form at the end of the handbook.
            Since you are enrolled in performing arts school you will be expected to participate in every concert and enrichment opportunities that will be made available to you. We are very fortunate to be located in a thriving Arts area. I would not be a good teacher if I did not insist that you get to perform in a few concerts!  

Therefore, it is important that you have the chance to “show off” your new performance skills several times throughout the school year.  Please read the GCAA’s concert attendance information with your parent(s) or guardian(s) and sign the form at the end of the handbook.
            It is important that you know how I will grade you in orchestra.  Please read the grading policy with your parent(s) or guardian(s) and sign the form at the end of the handbook. 
            All instrumentalists will need to rent or purchase an instrument for the school year.  Storage space is available. Please see me privately if you have any questions or special instrument needs.  I will do everything I can to see that you have an instrument at home!  Please read the rental/purchase information. 


All instrumentalists should consider purchasing a music stand for home practice.  Inexpensive wire folding stands are available at most local music stores.  While not required, I strongly recommend that you also have a metronome for home practice.  A good example is the Quick Time metronome, which sells for about $20.  
            There you have it!  You should return one signed form to me by Tuesday, August 19th or Wednesday, August 20th 2014.
We’re off to a great start!!
                               
Mr. Martin
Tele:  (314) 533-1791 Ext.
August, 2014
Dear Parents/Guardians:
            
            Welcome to the orchestral program at Grand Center Arts Academy!  I am honored to be your child’s teacher.  I look forward to knowing your children and helping them to realize their full musical and personal potential.  This will be an exciting year complete with concerts, field trips, great musical repertoire, and after school clubs.

            Please allow me to introduce myself! My name is Damen Martin. I hold a B.S. degree in Music Education from Ohio Northern University, and a M.M. degree in Performance from Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville.  I am confident that your children will thrive in the safe and enriching environment that I will provide.    
            This handbook serves as a comprehensive guide to performance opportunities, classroom expectations, grading policy, and instrument rental/purchase information.  If you desire, read the letter to students on the previous pages for further information.  
            I believe that parents should be involved in their children’s education.  You are able to play an important part in your children’s learning by helping them to establish a practice routine at home.  Help your children find a place and a time to practice their instrument every day.  Dr. Shinichi Suzuki said to his students, “Practice only on days you eat!”  Encouragement also works wonders!  I urge interested students to study privately for a deeper exploration of their instrument and to improve their individual performance skills.  I am glad to provide a list of area private teachers upon request. 
            It is imperative to your children’s success in instrumental music that you are aware of what I expect from them, how I will grade them, and what the consequences will be if students choose not to act in accordance with the expectations.  Please discuss these items with your children after reading the handbook and sign the main form at the end of the handbook.  Your children have until Monday, August 18th   or Tuesday, August 19th   to return the form.  

BE SURE TO NOTE ALL PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES ON YOUR FAMILY CALENDAR.
             
If your children already rent or own an instrument, please have them bring it to school ASAP so that I may ensure that it is the correct size and is fully functional.  Students may change instrument sizes more than once during the middle school years (normally strings)!  I have also provided rental/purchase information. Grand Center Arts Academy owns a very limited quantity of school instruments for families demonstrating financial need; please contact me should your child need to borrow a school instrument.  
            I strongly recommend that all students purchase a music stand and a metronome for home practice.  Inexpensive metronomes (e.g. Quick Time metronome for about $20) and wire folding stands are available at most local music stores or the internet.  
            I will be at GCAA from 7:00am - 4:00p.m.  I look forward to a great year with your child!
Mr. Damen Martin


email:Damen.Martin@grandcenterartsacademy.org
Expectations for Orchestra Students

Classroom Rules

1. Follow Directions the First Time Given

2. Raise your hand to speak to anyone.

3. Raise your hand to leave your seat.

4. Respect (4a) yourself (4b) others (4c) the school

5. Always have your material. Music, instrument, pencil, paper.

-Consequences 

1. Verbal warning

2. Call and email parent (I will call you immediately or the very next class period!)
3. Referral to the Dean of Students; teacher-student conference; Teacher-Student plan; office referral.

4. I.S.S and/or Possible suspension

+Consequences

1. Verbal Praise

2. Positive Parental Contact. Call and email.

3. Positive Office Referral!

Bring these materials to class each day:
-Instrument 
-Music:  You must keep your music in a folder.  The best kind of folder is the music folder that you will receive.

-Technique book

Essential Elements for Strings (Intermediate Orchestra) Essential Technics for Strings ( Advanced Middle School Orchestra)  be sure to get the book for students instrument. 
-Pencil and assignments and/or forms that are due. 

All students are responsible for music issued to them.  There will be a $3 charge for each sheet of damaged or lost music.  Lost books vary in replacement cost.  Music with pen/marker, staples, food/beverage spills, stickers, torn spots, creases, etc. is considered damaged.
Students should practice daily, or a minimum of 4-5 days a week.  The recommended number of weekly minutes per grade level is:
Intermediate Orchestra:  70 minutes Advanced Middle School Orchestra:  90 minutes                  Concert Orchestra:  180 minutes
Students will need to complete practice logs. Practice logs will be made available to students on the first day of classes and will be available in the classroom and on-line, via the classroom webpage. If students have lost the form you will have the option to print it out at home or a public library. Your child’s practice logs are a big part of their grade and it is important to turn these in on time.  Students will write practice goals in class on Fridays to focus their weekly practice.
Grading Policy—New!
1. Daily Performance Grade (20%) 

Students may earn 10 points each day for bringing their materials to class, showing proper playing technique such as bow hold, posture, left hand posture.  (See previous page for materials list.)  Students may earn 10 points for returning signed permission slips and other important forms by the due date.
2. Practice Logs, Quizzes, and Other Assessments (35%)
Practice Logs, Playing Quizzes/Scales, etudes, and benchmarks will be given on selected days for 50-100 points, depending on playing material.  Mini-quizzes (a few measures or a specific technique) may be given more often, for 5-10 points.  Written quizzes and other assessments vary in points awarded.
3. Concert performance (45%) 
Concert attendance is mandatory.  Unexcused concert absences may cost students 50% of their quarter grade.  Unexcused required dress rehearsal absences may cost students 20% of their semester grade, and may cause the student to lose solo and/or front of the section seating privileges.  Students will also need to see teacher and peers to learn what they missed in the dress rehearsal.
Daily Performance Grade:                                     20%
Practice Logs, Quizzes, and Other Assessments: 35%
Concert Performances:                                           45%

_________________________________________________







100%
***Extra credit may be awarded for attending classical music, musical theater and provable music events.  Points will be awarded to the Daily Rehearsal category.  See Mr. Martin for details.

Grand Center Arts Academy Attendance Procedure

Secondary Music Programs
1. A performance schedule will be announced in a timely manner, usually during the first 2 weeks of a semester.  Additional performances to the schedule will be announced as far in advance as possible.

2. After the performance schedule is distributed, students will be given 48 hours to indicate any previous commitments that conflict with scheduled performance dates.  To request an excused absence for a required performance, the student must have a written parental request.  The parental request should include student name, performance date, and prior commitment.  This request must be submitted in the 48 hour time frame.

3. Students may be excused from a performance commitment, without penalty, upon teacher approval of a written parental request for excuse that must be received by the teacher within the 48 hour period.

4. Students may be excused from a performance commitment, without penalty, for an excused absence from school.

5. Students may be excused from a performance commitment, without penalty, for emergency reasons.  Emergencies will be dealt with on an individual basis.
6. Students will not be excused from a performance commitment for work.

7. Students who receive an unexcused absence for a performance may have their quarter grade affected by no more than 50% of the total points.

8. In the event of an unexcused absence from a performance commitment, the future eligibility of the student in the performance ensemble will be assessed.

9. In the event of multiple excused absences from a performance commitment, the future eligibility of the student in the performance ensemble will be assessed.

Note to students and parents:  Please sign the main form at the end of the handbook indicating you have read this procedure.

Performance Opportunities
 *** Please write these on your family calendar! ***
(There will be dress rehearsals a day BEFORE concert date)
	EVENT
	DATE
	TIME
	LOCATION
	Description

	9/11 Remembrance (In-School concert)
Middle School and High School
	Thursday, September 11th 2014
	11:00 am
	GCAA Sun Theater
	This is a short, school concert that will take place during the school day. Time and location will be determined by administration.

	Combined Arts Exhibition

Middle School and High School
	Thursday, October 23rd 2014
	5:30 pm
	GCAA Sun Theater
	This concert will feature soloist/duets/by audition only.

	Combined Band and Orchestra
Middle and High School
	Thursday, October 30th
	6:30 pm
	Sun Theater
	9th-10th Grades(advanced middle school players)

	Hanging of the Green
Middle school performance December 9th
High School Performance December 10th 
	Tuesday AND Wednesday, December 9th and 10th 
	6:00 pm
	Sun Theater
	This is a combined concert with the choral and Band department. 

	Ensembles Concert
Middle and High School
	Wednesday, February18th     
	7:00 pm
	TBA
	This concert features soloist and smaller groupings of instrumentalist. Audition Only

	Black History Month Showcase.
Middle and High School


	TBD
	TBD
	Sun Theater
	This is a brand new concert that will incorporate all departments from our school! Our aim will be to highlight the achievements of African-Americans in all disciplines of our school and society. Select Ensembles and Soloist.

	Spring Concert
High School
	Thursday, April 9th 2014
	6:00 pm
	Sun Theater
	Love s in the air and so are the sweet sound of music. Hear all of the departments combined at our Spring concert

	Pops Concert
H.S/M.S
	Monday, May 14th 2014
	6:00 pm
	SUN
	Come hear songs that you know and love!

	Music In the Parks Competition

Advanced Middle School Orchestra and Concert Orchestra
	May (TBD)
	TBD
	Six Flags Amusement Park. Eureka, MO.
	Students will play in an adjudicated event and compete against other middle school and high school ensembles.

	Extra Opportunities: 
St. Patties Day Serenade and Green Break Fast

	
	7:30 am(Green Breakfast at 7:00am)
	Grandel Lobby
	Come hear some Irish fiddlin’ maybe see a dance or two!

	Outside performance opportunities:

GCAA is very excited to give students extra performance opportunities. When these opportunities arise I will be sure to share them with you and your child in a timely manner.
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA


Students may choose to audition for the St. Louis Metro District 8 Honors Orchestra. More information will follow as it becomes available.
-Other events: St. Louis Symphony field trip, VA Hospital Visit, Holiday Retirement Tour and others to follow. Each event that is not listed on the big calendar is considered Enrichment and is not mandatory.
-Students may wear normal school clothes to all dress rehearsals.   

-Students should arrive 45 minutes prior to concert time for tuning and set-up.   

-Students should stay for the duration of the concert, as there is usually a mass piece at the end.  Most concerts last 45-60 minutes. Times will also increase during combined departmental concerts.
-Concert dress:

Ladies should wear a white blouse with black skirt (length must be past the knees) or black dress pants (no jeans), black or sheer hose, and black dress shoes.  Tank/halter/spaghetti strap tops, and skirts that end at or above the knees show poor concert etiquette.  


Gentlemen should wear a white dress shirt, black tie(Middle school) bow tie(High school) black dress pants (no jeans), black socks, and black dress shoes.
Note:  When deciding how to dress for a concert, remember first impressions; audiences and judges partially judge the quality of your performance by the quality of your attire when you walk on stage.  How do you want to be heard?  Inappropriate concert attire may affect concert seating.  
Instrument Rental/Purchase Info.

This is a fun part:  shopping for an instrument!  Students will need a home instrument to practice with in the evenings, on weekends, and over vacations/holidays.

I recommend that all students rent instruments during middle school. 
Please think twice before purchasing an instrument online.  You really need to play the instrument first before you are stuck with it.  If any price sounds too good to be true, it probably is.  


There are numerous vendors in the St. Louis area that rent and sell instruments.  Here are a few leads to get you started.
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Top Notch Violins     



                                                       Music Folk
3109 Sutton Blvd.



                                                  8015 Big Bend
Maplewood, MO.




                             Webster Groves, MO.
(314) 696-2172




                                                     (314) 961-2838
www.topnotchviolins.com 



                                www.musicfolk.com 
Seitz Violin




                                          Bearden Violin Shop

4171 Loughborough Ave 


                                              8787 Lackland Rd.

St Louis, MO 63116



                                         St. Louis, MO. 63114
(314) 353-1312




                                                   (314) 427-7570
www.seitzviolins.com  



                              www.beardenviolinshop.com 
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Orchestra Signature Form

Due Friday, August 19th 
Please detach and return.
· We have read the Grand Center Arts Academy Orchestra expectations, grading policy, and concert attendance procedure.  By signing below, we indicate that we understand these documents.  

· As a parent, I will record the concert/rehearsal dates and times on my calendar and will arrange for my child to perform at the concerts.  If my child has a previous commitment, I have notified the teacher in writing and understand that an unexcused concert absence may cost my child 50% of his or her quarter grade. 

· As a student, I will record the dates and times of the concerts in my planning book and will perform in them.  
-Parent signature ______________________________________

-Student signature _____________________________________

-Date ____________________________

-Parent’s E-mail address(es), for weekly information and contact.  Many parents have found this very helpful.  Please write clearly!

____________________________________________________
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Genius.



_____ Please check here if you wish to be contacted via phone instead of e-mail in case of concern.  If you still wish to receive weekly informative e-mails, please write e-mail address above. Phone #_________________________________
Comments or Questions 

Please feel free to include any comments or questions in the space below.  If you have an urgent question, please call or e-mail Mr. Martin for a faster response please email at Damen.Martin@grandcenterartsacademy.org
Thanks for your support of your child’s music education!
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